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               Mayor 

Bernalillo Public Housing  

Good News on the Financial Front for 
Bernalillo Housing  Under the leadership of 
Director Richard Bela, the BHS has achieved 
compliance with 2007 HUD requirements; and 
is now relieved from submitting monthly 
progress reports to HUD.  Working jointly with 
the Town Treasurer, BHS submitted audits to 
HUD for FY05, ‘06 and ‘07.  BHS has also 
completed un-audited financials for FY08. 

Occupancy Levels Are Better   Of the 75 BHS 
rental units nearly 100% remain occupied 
year-round.  Whenever units are vacated, 
staff now make-ready and families move in 
within 30 days.  BHS notes that one bedroom 
units are mostly occupied by elderly and 
disabled single tenants.  BHS current 
population is over 200 tenants, almost half 
are children. Head of households are mostly 
single mothers; and, elderly or disabled 
tenants. 

Capital Investments Continue  Utilizing ‘05 
and ’06 capital grant funds, BHS invested 
over $200,000.00  on unit exteriors including 
painting, new siding, and landscaping using 
water-saving decorative brick and gravel.  
BHS has also reduced operating costs by 20%, 
largely due to new program efficiencies and 
improved rent collections.  BHS plans to invest 
$350,000.00 of ’07 and ’08 grant and 
“Stimulus” monies to renovate with energy 
efficient appliances and gas meters. 

BHS Absorbs Cuba’s Section 8 Program    The 
BHS Section 8 Program consists of 75 vouchers 
and a $31,000.00+ budget/month.  It also 
administers 180 vouchers (average/month) for 
tenants throughout Sandoval County.  As a 
result of BHS’ successful administration of its 
Section 8 housing programs, HUD and the 
Village of Cuba recently turned over the Cuba 
Section 8 Program to BHS  for administration. 

The BHS Projected FY 2010 Budget and Plan   
BHS anticipates completing its FY09 with a 
balanced budget, less depreciation cost.  A 
FY10 Budget and Plan approved by Town 
Council was submitted to HUD recently.  (cont. 
next column) 

Volume 4, Issue 5 

May 19, 2009 

 Highlights: 

• 2nd Annual Route 66 Car Show 

• Bernalillo Public Housing  

• Calendar of Events 

• ¡Chispas!! Firework Spectacular on July 3 

• Cine Bernalillo—Movie Night 

•  ¡¡Did You Know??!!  Cottonwood Trees 

• Employment Opportunities 

• Librarian’s Corner 

• Picnic Anyone? Coronado Campgrounds 

• Saturday w/Mayor 

• UNM—Los Alamos @ Bernalillo Registration 

Saturday With The Mayor 
The next Saturday morning with Mayor 
Patricia A. Chávez is scheduled for  
Saturday,  June 6, 2009  from 10:00 a.m.—
12:00 noon in the Council Chambers. To 
sign up for  a 10—minute session  with 
Mayor Chávez or for further information, 
call Ida Fierro at 771.7128. 

While this forum provides residents who 
work, Monday through Friday, with a 
flexible opportunity to meet on issues or 
concerns, Mayor Chávez is always 
available to meet other times and in other 
venues. 

Cine Bernalillo 

The First Annual Cine Bernalillo Movie 
Night will be held on Saturday, June 27, 2009 
with choices of four movies at any one of four 
locations,  Popcorn, snacks and drinks will be 
on sale.  Three indoor movies will be shown at 
the Zocolo complex and OLOS gym (by Our 
Lady of Sorrows) starting at 7:00 p.m. Adults—
$5;  Children—$2.  The 4th (open-air) movie is 
FREE, starts at 9:00 p.m. at Loretto Park.   

Two of the indoor movies will be Madagascar 
and The Queen while the other two titles will 
be a SURPRISE.  Bring the family and enjoy 
Cine Bernalillo.  Contact Carla Salazar at   
505.771.7114 for more information. 

If you have any questions, comments, or      

concerns, please call 505.771.7129,  fax 867-0481,  

or mail: 

Patricia A. Chávez, Mayor  
Town of Bernalillo 
P.O. Box 638 
Bernalillo, NM  87004 
http://www.townofbernalillo.org 

Picnic—Anyone? 

Mayor Patricia A. Chávez and Robert 
Stephens, Coronado Campground Director are 
pleased to offer Bernalillo residents one FREE 
summer day-use of a recreational site at the 
campground for your next family barbeque or 
party. In June and July, the fee is waived for 
residents. All you need to do is provide a 
Bernalillo utility bill with appropriate personal 
identification and a $20 damage deposit.  The 
deposit is refundable at the conclusion of the 
event.  

** Select from either the recreation shelter 
located on the north side of the campground; 
or sites at the beach  area.  

** The shelter is equipped with one small 
charcoal grill and will accommodate up to 32 
people comfortably. There are four tables that 
can seat eight (8) individuals. The fee for use of 
the shelter is normally $52/day; the beach 
recreation area is $14/ day; all require a $20 
damage deposit.  

** We encourage our residents use of the 
Coronado Campground to experience the 
Town’s exceptional outdoor recreation facilities 
along the Rio Grande. To check on available 
dates and sites; or to make reservations, call 
Robert Stephens at 505.980.8256. 

Public Housing (cont.) 
It includes a staff re-organization that reduces 
BHS staff from five to four positions which allows 
for increased staff training, spans of 
responsibilities and brings salaries up closer to 
industry norms. 



 Town of Bernalillo 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 15-30 Registration for Summer Reading Program 2009—Library  
May 25 Town Hall Closed—Memorial Day Observed 
May 26 Town Council Meeting—Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
May 30 Grand Opening Addition to Library—6:00—8:00 p.m. 
June 2 Planning and Zoning Meeting - Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
June 6 Saturday w/ the Mayor—Town Hall, 10:00 a.m.—noon 
June 8 Town Council Meeting—Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
June 16 ESCAFCA Meeting—Town Hall, 3:00 p.m. 
June 22 Town Council Meeting—Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 
June 27 Cine Bernalillo—Loretto Park, OLOS Gym, Zocolo, 7:00 p.m. 
July 3 Firework Spectacular—Bernalillo High School Football Fields, dusk 
July 3 Bernalillo Cottonwood Tree Sale—HS Football Fields, 4:00 p.m. 
July 24-25 Bernalillo Car Cruise—7:00 p.m./Route 66 Classic Car Show—Loretto Park, 10 a.m.—4:00 pm. 

PATRICIA A. CHÁVEZ 

Mayor 

Employment Opportunities 
The Town of Bernalillo is accepting resumes and 
applications for the following positions: 

• Planning and Zoning Assistant  

• Public Works Director 

• Lifeguards (seasonal) 

• Park Maintenance (seasonal) 

• Recreation Aide (seasonal) 

• Utility Worker (Seasonal) 
Certain positions will remain open until filled. To 
apply, or obtain more information on 
qualifications, contact Yolanda Mora, Director 
Human Resources at 505.771.7112. 

 ¡Chispas! July 3rd 
Fireworks  

Mayor Patricia A. Chávez invites all residents 
to a safe, fun-filled family event on Friday, 
July 3, 2009—Bernalillo High School football 
fields to celebrate the 4th of July holiday.  
Bring your family and lawn chairs and enjoy 
the bright display as Bernalillo Fire 
Department personnel launch the Bernalillo 
Firework Spectacular.    

During this holiday, our children’s safety 
remains a high concern. “Legal” fireworks for 
home use are no louder than a cap pistol and 
do not go higher than six feet (6”) in the air. 
Bottle Rockets, roman candles, cherry bombs, 
palomitas, fire crackers, mortar shells and the 
like, are all ILLEGAL. Anyone caught using 
them is subject to a fine of $300.00 and/or 
up to 90 days in jail. 

•Do not to leave children unattended while 
lighting any type of firework. 

•Keep a garden hose turned on and a bucket 
of water nearby. 

•If a firework does not light, wait five 
minutes, DO NOT attempt to re-light the 
firework, as it may still be active, or not 
working properly. Have an adult carefully 
pick it up with a shovel and put it in a 
bucket of water. 

For questions regarding fire hazards, please 
call Fire Chief John Estrada at 505.991.1937. 

UNM-Los Alamos/Bernalillo 
Course registration has begun for Summer 
and Fall!  Interested in taking college courses 
in Bernalillo?  UNM-Los Alamos/Bernalillo 
offers core curriculum classes, as well as dual 
credit and various Associate degrees including 
Early Childhood Multicultural Education, 
Pre-Professional Elementary Education, Pre-
Business Administration, Liberal Arts, and 
much, much more! In addition, FREE ABE 
classes (GED and ESL) are offered. 

The majority of classes are taught locally (at 
Bernalillo High School) and during the 
evening.   Financial aid is available— 
http://www.la.unm.edu/SSC/scholarships.html.   

Contact UNM-LA/Bernalillo staff/advisors 
today at 505.771.4071  Start college today! 

Old Route 66 Car Show 
Bernalillo will be hosting its 2nd Annual Old 
Route 66 Classic, Antique and Custom Car 
Show on Saturday, July 25, 2009, 10:00 
a.m.—4:00 p.m. at Loretto Park.  The event 
starts with the kick-off signature “cruise 
through Bernalillo” on Friday evening, July 
24, 2009.   

This free fun-filled, family event will have 
something for everyone—food vendors 
offering hot dogs, nachos, ice cream, snow 
cones, roasted corn, Bar-B-Que, and other 
treats, kid jumpers, classic cars from every 
era, and music!  

The show is projecting to be bigger and 
better than in 2008.  The 2008 show 
exceeded expectations with 155 entries from 
throughout New Mexico.  Register early— last 
year’s event was near capacity.  For questions 
or to obtain car/truck entry application, 
contact Felicia Rodriquez at 505.771.7121.  
Entries are limited. 

 ¡¡Did You Know?!! 
 The 2nd Annual Keep Bernalillo Beautiful 
Project Cottonwood Tree Sale will offer 
discounted native Rio Grande cottonwoods 
before the Firework Spectacular on July 3rd 
at the Bernalillo High School football fields.  
The trees will be sold in one, two, five and 
fifteen-gallon containers.  For more 
information, contact Carla Salazar at 
505.771.7114.   

 Librarian’s Corner  

NEW ARRIVALS:  The Accountant’s Story: 
Inside The Violent World Of The Medellin 
Cartel—Robert Escobar; Always Looking Up: 
The Adventures Of An Incurable Optimist—
Michael J. Fox; Brain Surgeon: A Doctor’s 
Inspiring Encounters With Mortality And 
Miracles—Keith Black, M.D./ Arnold Mann; 
Crazy Loco Love—Victor Villaseñor; The 
Difference:   How Anyone Can Prosper In 
Even The Toughest Times—Jean Chatzky; The 
Greatest Man Who Ever Lived—Steven K. 
Scott; House Of Cards: A Tale Of Hubris And 
Wretched Excess On Wall Street—W. Cohan; I 
Loved, I Lost, I Made Spaghetti—Giulia 
Melucci; In Praise Of Stay-At-Home Moms—
Dr. Laura Schlessinger; The Inheritance: The 
World Obama Confronts And The Challenges 
To American Power—David E. Sanger; 
Liberty And Tyranny: A Conservative 
Manifesto—Mark R. Levin; A Lion Called 
Christian: The True Story Of The Remarkable 
Bond Between Two        Friends And A Lion—
Anthony Bourke / John Rendall;  Might As 
Well Laugh About It Now—Marie Osmond /
Marcia Wilkie; My Hope For Peace—Jehan 
Sadat; Put Your Dream To The Test: 10 
Questions To Help You See It And Seize It—      
John C. Maxwell; Terapia Angelica: Mensajes 
Sanadores Para Todas Las Areas De Su 
Vida—Doreen Virtue Y El Reino Angelico; The 
Unlikely Disciple: A Sinner’s Semester At 
America’s Holiest University—Kevin Roose; 
Uranium: War, Energy, And The Rock That 
Shaped The World—Tom Zoellner. 

Librarian’s pick—A lion Called Christian: The 
True Story of the Remarkable Bond Between 
Two Friends and  a Lion—Anthony Bourke 
and Anthony Rendall 

Visit the Martha Liebert Public library at 124 
Calle Malinche. For more information call 
505.867.1440.   
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